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wealth   is  an   accident  of speculation, whose origins  are   repulsive,   and   whose   characters have,  as  a rule, the weakness  and  baseness developed by this sort of adventures.    There are, among such gutter-snipes, thousands whose luck ends in the  native gutter,  half a dozen whose  luck  lands  them  into  millions, one or two at most who, on the top of such a career go  crazy with   the   ambition   of the  parvenu and propose to direct the State.    Even when gambling adventurers of this sort are known and  responsible (as  they are   in  professional politics) their power is a grave danger.    Possessing   as  the  newspaper   owners   do  every power of concealment and, at the same time, no shred of responsibility to any organ of the State, they are a deadly peril.    The chief of these men are more powerful to-day than any Minister.    Nay, they do, as I have said (and it   is   now   notorious),   make    and    unmake Ministers, and they may yet in our worst hour decide the national fate.
Now   to  every  human   evil  of a   political sort   that has appeared in history (to  every